URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  REDDISH, 

IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  LANCASTER. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

For  the  year  ended  December  31st  1895. 


To  the  Reddish  Urban  district  Souncil. 


Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  I  have  pleasure  in  presenting 
to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  1895. 

At  no  time  since  I  have  had  the  honour  of  holding  the  position  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  has  so 
much  interest  been  shown  in  the  sanitary  requirements  of  the  District — as  has  been  evinced  by  your 
Council  during  the  past  year. 

I  have  to  thank  you  sincerely  for  the  courtesy  and  consideration  you  have  shown  to  me,  in  dealing 
with  any  proposals  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  you. 

DISTRICT  . — The  population  of  the  District  of  Reddish  being  aggregated  into  three  more  or  less 
separate  divisions,  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  a  comparison  of  the  Vital  Statistics  of  those  divisions  would 
be,  not  only  of  interest,  but  of  value  in  serving  to  bring  out  more  clearly  the  influences  affecting  those 
statistics.  While,  therefore,  the  bulk  of  my  report  will  deal  with  the  district  as  a  whole,  I  have  added  a 
table  of  the  comparative  mortalities  of  those  divisions. 

DIVISIONS. — North  Reddish  includes  all  that  portion  of  Reddish  lying  north  of  the  New  Road, 
extending  from  Pink  Bank  Lane  on  the  west,  to  Thornley  Lane  on  the  east. 

Mid-Reddish  comprises  all  the  central  portion  of  the  district  lying  between  the  above-mentioned 
line  and  a  line  extending  due  east  from  the  Ashton  branch  of  the  Canal  to  the  River  Tame  at  Reddish 
Wood,  and  from  the  same  point  due  west  till  it  intersects  Broadstone  Road,  which  then  becomes  the 
boundary.  This  division  includes  Reddish  Green  and  Reddish  Vale. 

South  Reddish  includes  all  that  portion  lying  south  of  Reddish  Green,  and  consists  in  part  of  that 
portion  known  as  “  Newtown.” 

POPULATION.  — The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  July,  1895,  and  approximate  population  was  as  under : 

Inhabited 

Houses.  Population. 


North  Reddish  .  279  ...  1300 

Mid-Reddish  .  690  ...  3220 

South  Reddish  .  575  ...  2680 


Total...  1544  7200 


In  1894,  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  was  1,500,  and  the  population  7,100,  in  round  numbers. 

DEATHS  AND  BIRTHS. — 119  Deaths  were  registered  during  the  year;  56  males  and  63  females.  In 
the  same  period  there  were  born  114  males  and  123  females ;  total  237. 

INQUESTS  . — Inquests  were  held  in  five  cases,  and  verdicts  returned ;  Natural  Causes  2,  Poisoning  by 
Carbolic  Acid  (Suicide)  1,  Found  dead  in  bed  1,  Sudden  death  by  suffocation,  1. 

UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS.  — There  were  four  uncertified  deaths  the  causes  being  stated  as  Bronchitis  1, 
Phthisis  1,  Heart  Disease  1,  and  Diarrhoea  1. 


o 


The  following  table  gives  the  causes  and  number  of  deaths  compared  with  the  two  previous  years. 


TABLE  I. 


Causes  of  Deaths. 

1893. 

1894. 

1895. 

Under 
5  yrs. 

Five  & 
over. 

Under 

5  yrs. 

Five  & 
over. 

Under 
b  yrs. 

Five  & 
over. 

Influenza . 

1 

i 

Croup  . . 

•  •  • 

. . . 

.  •  . 

. . . 

Diphtheria  . 

4 

i 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

Scarlet  Fever . 

1 

3 

1 

.  • 

i 

Typhoid  &  Continued  Fever... 

» •  • 

2 

1 

3 

1 

i 

Whooping  Cough  . 

. . . 

.  .  . 

4 

... 

5 

... 

Measles  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

8 

.  .  . 

3 

. .  • 

Diarrhoea  . 

8 

1 

9 

1 

7 

i 

Puerperal  Fever . 

.  . . 

. .  . 

• .  • 

3 

... 

... 

Rheumatic  Fever  . . . 

■  • . 

1 

. .  • 

1 

•  •  • 

. . . 

Phthisis  . 

•  •  • 

11 

1 

9 

2 

6 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  &c.  . 

13 

7 

9 

12 

11 

14 

Heart  Disease . 

... 

6 

.  .  • 

3 

.  •  • 

9 

All  other  Causes  . 

25 

39 

26 

28 

28 

29 

Table  II.  gives  the  respective  rates  for  the  last  three  years. 


TABLE  II. 


Year. 

Birth  R. 

Death  JR. 

Zymotic. 

Phthisis. 

Respira¬ 

tory. 

Infantile. 

1893 

31-69 

17-18 

2-81 

1-54 

2  81 

151-6 

1894 

30-42 

16-9 

3-8 

1-4 

2-95 

152-7 

1895 

32-91 

16-52 

2-63 

Ml 

3-47 

168-77 

Table  III.  gives  the  number  and  causes  of  deaths  occurring  in  the  three  above-mentioned  divisions. 


TABLE  III. 


Causes  of  Deaths. 

North  Reddish 

Mid-Reddish. 

South  Reddish. 

Under 

5  yrs. 

Five  & 
over. 

Under 
5  yrs. 

Five  & 
over. 

Under 
5  yrs. 

Five  & 
over. 

Bronchitis  &c . . . 

2 

2 

4 

6 

5 

6 

Phthisis  . 

... 

1 

3 

2 

2 

Heart  Disease .  . 

Marasmus,  Premature  Birth,  Inanition! 
and  Convulsions  ...  .  . ) 

2 

1 

7 

6 

8 

2 

Measles  . 

1 

O 

4 

... 

Whooping  Cough  . 

... 

2 

3 

... 

Influenza . . 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Scarlet  Fever . 

1 

... 

Typhoid  Fever  .  . 

... 

1 

*  •  • 

1 

Diarrhoea  . 

3 

2 

i 

2 

All  other  Causes . 

3 

4 

4 

12 

4 

i3 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  . 

14-61 

15.21 

19-03 

In  Table  III.  I  have  grouped  together  Marasmus,  Premature  Birth,  Inanition,  and  Convulsions,  as 
causes  of  death  in  infants,  whose  conditions  of  life  are  generally  unfavourable,  such  as  poverty,  defective 
feeding,  insanitary  surroundings,  &c.  The  same  conditions  apply  to  infantile  deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  and, 
in  a  slightly  less  extent,  to  deaths  from  Bronchitis  and  other  Respiratory  Disorders.  As  examples  of  this 
I  may  say  that  in  Mid- Reddish,  of  the  ten  deaths  in  young  children  due  to  Marasmus,  &c.,  and  Diarrhoea, 
six  were  in  that  portion  known  as  “  Little  Ireland.”  Again,  in  South  Reddish,  out  of  a  total  of  eleven 
deaths  from  Bronchitis,  &c.,  nine  occurred  in  the  following  streets:  Weston,  Frances,  Brook,  Ann, 
Buckley,  and  Coronation  (“  Newtown  ”)  ;  while  all  the  ten  deaths  from  Marasmus,  &c.,  and  Diarrhoea, 
occurred  in  Weston,  Frances,  Brook,  Buckley,  Hawkins,  Coronation,  and  Frank  Streets. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. — The  following  cases  of  Zymotic  Diseases  have  come  under  notice  or  have  been 
notified  during  the  year  : — 
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SCARLET  FEVER, — Eight  cases  in  North  Reddish  with  one  death.  These  cases  occurred  from  March 
to  September.  Three  cases  in  Mid- Reddish  in  March  and  August,  and  one  case  in  South  Reddish 
in  August. 

DIPHTHERIA.— No  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  reported  from  North  Reddish.  Four  cases  occurred  in 
Mid-Reddish  from  March  to  September,  and  one  case  was  notified  in  South  Reddish  in  September. 

TYPHOID  FEVER. — North  Reddish,  no  cases.  Mid-Reddish,  four  cases  (one  fatal),  Manchester,  Newton, 
and  Miller  Streets,  July  to  Septembei\  South  Reddish,  one  case  (fatal),  in  Greg  Street  in  April,  and 
one  case  in  Buckley  Street,  in  November.  In  all  the  above  cases,  all  the  necessary  sanitary  precautions 
were  taken  under  my  direction. 

MEASLES  . — One  death  occurred  in  Seddon  Street,  Mid-Reddish,  in  January.  In  June,  the  disease 
became  epidemic  for  a  short  time  only  in  South  Reddish,  causing  two  deaths  in  Bardsley  Street.  In 
November,  an  epidemic  of  a  mild  type  occurred  in  Mid- Reddish.  There  were  no  deaths. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. — Ill  January  this  disease  was  prevalent  in  all  parts  of  the  District,  and  caused  two 
deaths  in  Mid- Reddish.  It  continued  in  February,  although  less  prevalent,  and  caused  one  death  in 
South  Reddish.  In  May  there  was  one  death  in  South  Reddish,  and  one  in  December. 

DIARRHEA  was  somewhat  prevalent  in  September  in  all  parts  of  the  District.  This  disease  caused 
eight  deaths  in  the  year. 

INFLUENZA,  although  not  included  in  the  list  of  Zymotic,  is  undoubtedly  an  infectious  disease.  It 
became  epidemic  in  February  and  March.  A  few  cases  occurred  in  April  and  May,  and  one  death 
resulted  in  South  Reddish,  in  the  latter  month. 

The  Zymotic  Death  Rate  is  less  than  in  1894,  but  is  still  considerably  above  that  of  the  County, 
(F49  in  1894).  The  infantile  disorders,  Whooping  Cough,  Measles,  and  Diarrhoea,  are  chiefly  responsible 
for  the  excessive  zymotic  death  rate.  In  my  opinion,  many  deaths  from  these  disorders  might  be  prevented 
if  the  people  were  more  fully  alive  to  the  da,ngerous  nature  of  such  disorders  and  exercised  more  care  in 
nursing,  &c. 

THE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (NOTIFICATION)  ACT  was  adopted  by  the  Council  in  May,  and  came  into 

operation  in  July. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  , — At  present  there  is  no  provision  for  the  isolation  in  Hospital  of  infectious  cases 
Your  Council,  I  believe,  are  fully  aware  of  the  necessity  for  such  provision,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  a 
scheme  may  shortly  be  brought  forward,  whereby  a  suitable  place  may  be  provided,  either  alone  or  in 
combination  with  neighbouring  districts. 

RESPIRATORY  DEATH  RATE.  — The  Rate  from  these  diseases  is  somewhat  above  the  average  Climatic 
changes  largely  affect  this,  as  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  while  the  average  number  of  deaths  per  month 
from  these  disorders,  excluding  Phthisis,  is  about  two;  in  July,  August,  and  September,  there  were  none, 
while  in  October — presumably  as  a  result  of  the  severe  cold  that  then  followed  the  hot  weather — there 
were  five. 

INFANTILE  DEATH  RATE.  — The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  dui’ing  the  year  was  in  the  proportion  of 
169  per  1,000  births.  This  Rate  is  above  the  average  for  the  County.  Earlier  in  my  Report  I  have 
alluded  to  some  of  the  causes  of  excessive  infantile  mortality,  viz.:  Unfavourable  conditions  of  life,  such 
as  poverty,  &c.  In  many  instances  these  unfavourable  conditions  may  be  refei’red  to  early  and  improvi¬ 
dent  marriages,  intemperance,  together  with  ignorance  of  the  fundamental  laws  of  health. 

INSPECTOR'S  REPORT. — Mr.  Ludlow  reports  as  follows  : 


Bakehouses  cleansed  and  limewashed .  2 

Houses  cleansed  and  limewashed .  .  2 

Nuisances  from  fowls  abated .  1 

Ashpits  repaired  or  rebuilt .  61 

Yards  repaved  where  nuisances  existed  .  4 

Deposits  of  filth  removed  .  2 

Defective  house  drains  and  gullies  remedied  . .  42 

Houses  condemned  and  taken  down  .  4 

Houses  stoved  after  infectious  disease  .  9 

Plans  passed  for  houses  and  other  buildings .  . .  80 

Drains  of  houses  connected  with  main  sewer  .  ,  . 108 
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SEWAGE  SYSTEM. — The  main  sewers  are  nearly  completed,  and,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  Inspector’s  Report 
many  connections  with  houses  have  already  been  made.  The  Precipitating  Tanks — on  the  International 
System — are  nearly  complete.  The  Dual  System  of  Drainage  has  been  adopted,  fie.,  separate  pipes  for 
sewage,  and  surface  water,  and  when  all  necessary  connections  have  been  made,  I  anticipate  a  marked 
reduction  in  the  death  rate  for  this  reason,  that  the  soil  in  many  parts  of  the  district  (notably  at  Reddish 
Green)  is  very  shallow  and  rests  on  an  impervious  bed  of  clay ;  consequently,  the  fluctuations  in  the 
relation  of  ground  air,  and  sub-soil  water,  are  tolerably  rapid.  It  lias  been  found  by  numerous  observers 
that  the  permeability  of  the  soil,  its  composition  and  that  of  the  ground  air,  and  the  variations  in  level 
of  the  sub-soil  water  bear  important  relations  to  many  of  the  diseases  which  affect  mankind.  The 
presence  of  putrefactive  material  in  a  shallow  uncultivated  soil,  will  contaminate  the  atmosphere  and  so 
tend  to  cause  such  diseases  as  Diarrhoea,  Tyboid  Fever,  &c.  Dampness  of  the  surface  will  cause  a  cold 
soil  and  a  misty  air,  and,  as  a  result,  such  diseases  as  Rheumatism,  Neuralgia,  Ague,  and  various  Lung 
affections.  This  being  the  case,  it  is  important  to  avoid  leaky  ashpits,  tipping  of  organic  rubbish  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  houses,  unpaved  back  yards,  or  anything  that  may  lead  to  the  pollution  of  the  soil. 
Cases  of  Ague  are  not  unknown  in  Reddish  Green  ;  Rheumatism  and  Neuralgia  are  generally  present, 
and  most  of  the  deaths  from  Heart  Disease  have  followed  Rheumatic  Fever. 

PRIYY  ACCOMMODATION. — In  my  Annual  Report  for  1894,  I  drew  attention  to  the  evils  of  combined 
privies  and  ashpits  as  now  we  use  in  this  District.  I  desire  again  to  state  my  preference  for  a  system 
of  water  carriage  in  the  disposal  of  excreta,  or  when  privies  are  allowed  they  should  be  built  in  strict 
compliance  with  the  “  Model  Bye-laws  ”  which,  in  this  respect,  have  been  adopted  as  the  Bye-laws  of 
the  District. 

BAKEHOUSES. — Nine  places  where  bread  was  baked  for  sale  have  been  inspected  ;  where  required, 
notices  to  limewash  have  been  served. 

FACTORIES. — The  following,  comprising  all  the  factories  in  the  District,  have  been  inspected  :  Chemical 
Works  1,  Cotton  Factories  4,  Fruit  and  Jam  Works  1,  Plush  and  Fustian  Manufactory  1,  Gas  Engine 
Makers  1,  Cotton  Printing  Works  1,  Wire  Rope  Works  1,  Printing  Machine  Makers  1.  As  a  whole 
these  places  are  well  adapted  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  used,  and  are  kept  clean.  In  some 
places  defects  were  noticed  in  the  sanitary  accommodation,  but  in  every  such  case  the  owners  promised  a 
ready  compliance  with  the  directions  of  the  Authorities. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS  . — Regulations  have  been  made  by  the  Authority  for  these  places  which  ai’e 
systematically  inspected.  I  intend  to  devote  special  attention  to  the  above  during  the  present  year. 

SALE  OF  FOOD,  AND  DRUGS  ACT. — No  samples  have  been  taken  during  the  year  as  so  far  -  the  Council 
have  not  appointed  an  Analyst  to  whom  samples  may  be  referred. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES.— There  are  no  offensive  trades  carried  on  in  the  district;  there  are  several  premises 
where  Tripe  is  sold  but  the  boiling  and  preparing  is  carried  on  outside. 

A  consideration  of  the  above  report  will  serve  to  indicate  the  direction  in  which  beneficial 
action  may  be  taken  in  the  future. 

A  brief  summary  includes : — 

(1.)  The  provision  of  means  for  isolating  dangerous  infectious  diseases. 

(2.)  The  gradual  abolition  of  privies  as  at  present  built. 

(3)  The  completion  of  an  adequate  system  of  sewers  and  drains,  and  constant  supervision  of 
all  drains  while  being  laid. 

And,  lastly,  the  formation  of  free  classes  or  courses  of  lectures  through  which  people  may  be 
educated  in  a  knowledge  of  the  conditions  governing  an  healthy  life,  both  with  regard  to 
the  use  of  improved  sanitary  appliances,  and  the  duties  of  cleanliness,  &c. 

T.  HANSON  SMITH, 

February  17th,  1896.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


